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1. The request for reconsideration filed on 2/6/07 has been 
received and entered in the case. In view of the arguments 
presented therein, the previous rejections are now withdrawn. 
However, new rejections are set forth in view of newly 
discovered prior art. Any inconvenience caused by the delay 
inciting this new prior art is regretted. 

2. Claims 50, 51, 59, 64, 96 and 104 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Each of the claims reciting that the pairs of transistors 
comprise a pair of common terminals ^^coupled to the control 
signal" is vague and indefinite because it cannot be determined 
which signal is being referred to by the recitation of the 
""control signal". The specification describes the signal 33 as 
a control input, but it does not appear that this is the signal 
applicant is referring to in the claims. If applicant means the 
signal used for controlling the current source 45, then this 
signal needs to be illustrated in the drawings better. 
Moreover, the claims need to be amended so as to not recite that 
the common terminals of FETs 35, 37 are ""coupled to the control 
signal" because this is not supported by the specification or 
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drawing figures. 

Also, the claims reciting that each pair of transistors 
''includes gates coupled in parallel" is similarly incorrect, and 
thus misdescriptive and indefinite, because the gates of FETs 35 
and 37 are clearly not ''in parallel", as presently recited in 
the claims. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claims 47-114 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hisatu. 

Note Fig. 1 which shows plural differential amplifier cells 
DA-1, DA-2 with common input and output terminals, and also 
separately controllable enable/disable inputs applied to the 
respective amplifier cells (i.e., output from source 1). 
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4. Claims 47-114 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Altmann et al. 

Note Fig. 5A which shows three respective differential 
amplifier cells with common input and output terminals, and also 
separately controllable enable/disable inputs applied to the 
respective amplifier cells (i.e., control inputs PO and PI). 

5. Claims 47-114 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hotta. 

Note Fig. 6 which shows plural differential amplifier cells 
6a and 6b with common input and output terminals, and also 
separately controllable enable/disable inputs applied to the 
respective amplifier cells (i.e., control inputs CE, /CE and 
SA1,/SA1) . 

6. Claims 47-114 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Andricos. 

Note Fig. 2 which shows plural differential amplifier cells 
(the first cell is formed by the combination of amplifiers Al, 
A2 and switch SlA,-and the second cell is formed by the 
combination of amplifiers A3,. A4 and switch SIB) with common 
input and output terminals, and also separately controllable 
enable/disable inputs applied to the respective amplifier cells 



Application/Control Number: 10/614,084 
Art Unit: 2816 



Page 5 



(i.e., the outputs from circuit 23). 

7. Claims 47-114 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kornfeld et al. 

Note Fig. 5B which shows plural differential amplifier 
cells (the first cell is formed by the combination of amplifier 
Al and FET 74, and the second cell is formed by the combination 
of amplifier A2 and FET 76) with common input and output 
terminals, and also separately controllable enable/disable 
inputs applied to the respective amplifier cells (i.e., the 
outputs from the switch logic circuit). 

8. Claims 47-114 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory 
double patenting over claims 7-27 of U. S. Patent No. RE 38,455 
and also claims 15-46 of U. S. Patent No. RE 37,739, since the 
claims, if allowed, would improperly extend the "right to 
exclude" already granted in the patent. 

The subject matter claimed in the instant application is 
fully disclosed in the patent and is covered by the patent since 
the patent and the application are claiming common subject 
matter. Furthermore, there is no apparent reason why applicant 
was prevented from presenting claims corresponding to those of 
the instant application during prosecution of the application 
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which matured into a patent. See In re Schneller , 397 F.2d 350, 
158 USPQ 210 (CCPA 1968). See also MPEP § 804. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Note the remaining references cited on the attached PTO-892 
form, each of which is also seen to anticipate at least the 
independent claims. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Kenneth 
B. Wells whose telephone number is (571)272-1757. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 
5 : 0-Opm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Timothy P. Callahan, 
can be reached at (571)272-1740. The fax phone number for the 
organization .where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR systeim, 
see http: //pair-direct. uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kenneth B. Wells 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2816 
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